of the earth in the space of one night about 200 years ago, & destroyed or overwhelmed all the country about it: it reaches from M: Gaurus to very near the lake Avernus.   between the foot of this Hill, & the Sea lies the Lucrine Lake, whose present condition can give but an imperfect Idea of its former beauty, since the mountain has rose in it's place, & covered the springs that used to supply it, so that nothing remains but a meer puddle, shallow & overgrown with reeds, & dwarf-myrtle,   the ground that at present separates it from the Sea is not 10 Yards in breadth, & one sees no traces of the Julian 'Port Virgil mentions,   here we landed, & walked about | a mile up among the Hills to the place, where the Avernus discovers itself in a charming vally surrounded by Vineyards & woods; now much frequented by "Waterfowl, & stock'd with fish,   it is of a vast depth, & near 2 Mile in compass,   at one end of the margin of it are the ruins of an Octagon temple of Brick* round withinside with 7 large Niches, & as many Windows over them: it is  commonly named the Temple of Apollo, & by others of. Neptune, or of Merwry.   on another side of the Late, after ascending some way up one of the mountains by a narrow passage thro' the wood, one finds the mouth of the Sibyl's Grotta; 'tis very small, & one bends almost double to enter it; the straitness continues for a few paces; & then the cave rises into a tall Arch: thift181, ed. Gosse.)
